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Book Reviews

Bial, Raymond. The Strength of These Arms: Life
in the Slave Quarters. Hougton Mifflin, 1997.
ISBN 0-395-77394-6. $15.00 . 40 pp.
A 4-7 PB NF

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

The first Africans came to America in
chains-snatched from productive lives, carried
across the Atlantic Ocean in the hold of cargo
ships, and then sold like cattle at auction. Their
sole purpose was to serve the master in the "big
house." Rough beds with com shuck or pine straw
mattresses, dirt floors , and the "wind whistling"
through cracks in the crude log walls made up the
homes of two and a half million AfricanAmerican slaves in antebellum America. Despite
their stark living conditions, the slaves worked
hard to keep their cabins clean and to make them
home. They attempted to preserve their African
traditions through music, dance, storytelling and
traditional dress. Not only did the slaves have to
provide for their masters, they also provided for
all their own needs as well. They farmed rice,
tobacco, sugar cane, and cotton by day and at
night worked their own kitchen gardens by the
light of "grease burning in an old skillet." They
formed their own society by banding together as
communities with leaders to advise and direct
them. Slave communities were formed out of need
and held together by rich African heritage. The
famil y unit was very important to the slaves.
Based on their African tradition of kinship, family
relationships encompassed the whole community.
Many slaves were trained craftsmen, skillfully
working in iron, copper, basketry, pottery, and
cloth . For many, farming was in their blood, and
they were tied to the land, even after freedom
came. Their hardships were many, their treatment
often brutal, yet they still made lives for
themselves, attempting to retain their own identity
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and dignity. This was the legacy they created,
lived, and left for their children.
Bial's carefully researched text depicts life on
the plantation as experienced by the enslaved,
while companion photographs detail the stark
contrast in lifestyle between the master and his
slaves. This presentation elicits feelings of
sympathy and compassion for a people who
endured the slave experience-a valuable book
that can help young readers experience the cruel
reality that was American slavery.

••••
Brewster, Hugh. Inside the Titanic. Illustrated by
Ken Marschall. Madison Press, 1997. ISBN
0-316-55716-1.$18.95 . 32 pp.

* 5-8 PB NF

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

In keeping with our current fascination with
the Titanic disaster, Marschall and Brewster have
invited readers of all ages to explore the
"unsinkable" luxury liner firsthand. Marschall,
noted painter and Titanic authority, escorts the
reader along with two young passengers-one first
class, the other third class-as they discover this
legendary ship for themselves. Rich, oversized
illustrations and wonderfully detailed cutaways
reveal staterooms, third-class berths, kitchens,
dining saloons, the boiler room, Turkish Baths
and the Gymnasium, promenades, and the Grand
Staircase. Marschall also takes the reader to the
bridge on the night of the fatal encounter with the
iceberg. He then details the loading of the
lifeboats on the boat deck, while showing the
ever-increasing flooding of the compartments
below. Finally, he creates a visual presentation of
the breaking apart of the great ship and its sinking
into a watery grave two miles beneath the sea.
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The final chapter of the book recounts the rescue
of the Titanic survivors by the Carpathia.
A glossary provides young readers with
definitions of ship-related terminology, and the
recommended reading list encourages further
reading on the topic.

••••

Brooks, Martha. Bone Dance. Orchard, 1997.
ISBN 0-531-30021-8.$16.95. 179 pp.
A 10-12 FI

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

Meet Lonny and Alex, two star-crossed young
people who step off the ends of their worlds to
find each other. Sound like a formula young adult
novel? Well, it's not! Lonny is connected to the
land his father has sold, but feels a terrifying
sense of blame because he has disturbed an Indian
burial mound. He wonders if he caused his
mother's death.
Alex's much loved, now deceased grandfather
visits her in dreams, calling her to the land willed
her by her permanently absent stepfather. Each of
these young people receives cryptic, demanding
messages in their dream worlds; each seeks a
place, a person, a time to define themselves.
This novel is not for romance readers, but a
teen reader who sees beyond long blond hair and
instant attraction will find it touching and
challenging, as well as highly satisfactory. The
Indian traditions used add mystery and a spiritual
dimension to the action .

••••
Brown, Marc. Arthur Babysits. Illustrated by
Marc Brown. Little, Brown, 1997. ISBN 0316-ll 134-1.$6.95.30 pp.
A Pre-2 PB

© 1997 Ken Marschall

Reviewed by Janna Wise

A fun, board book for all Arthur fans. Arthur
tries to solve the problem of the Tibbie twins,
whom he has to babysit. While the words may be
slightly advanced for preschool readers, the
pictures are still bright, colorful, and full of
delight. It is a good book for little hands and small
readers.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4
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Brown, Marc. Arthur 's New Puppy. Illustrated by
Marc Brown. Little, Brown, 1997. ISBN 0316-11133-3.$5.95.30 pp.
A Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

Arthur expenences the frustrations and
rewards of training a rambunctious young pup.
The board-book version of this humorous and
popular story is welcome. The sturdy format will
hold up to repeated readings, and the book is
small enough for tots to tote around town. This
will be a good purchase for parents of
preschoolers and for a library board-book section.

••••
Brown, Marc. Arthur 's Really Helpful Word
Book. Illustrated by Marc Brown. Random,
1997. ISBN
0-679-88735-0 . $12 .99 .
Unpaginated.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

Arthur fans can Jearn more about the famous
anteater in his new word book. This time, Arthur
visits Grandpa Dave' s farm, goes to the zoo, and
shops at the mall. Parents will appreciate that
many subjects are covered and a plethora of
objects are identified, making it unnecessary to
purchase books on each topic. Vocabulary for
opposites, seasons, things that go, counting, zoo
animals, and more are included. This colorful new
picture book allows readers to become better
acquainted with Arthur and cast and enriches a
child's vocabulary.

••••
Carle, Eric. From Head to Toe. Illustrated by Eric
Carle. HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06023515-2 . $16.95 . Unpaginated.
A

Pre-K PB

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

Can you move like a gorilla, seal, or
elephant? You can! Eric Carle will show you how
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to move from head to toe, just like your favorite
animal. Carle' s characteristic vibrant illustrations
introduce children to exercise and challenge them
to thump, clap, and stomp. The text makes its
small participants feel proud of their
accomplishments. An energetic and fun book to
add to every Carle collection.

••••
Carpenter, Angelica Shirley and Jean Shirley.
Robert Louis Stevenson: Finding Treasure
Island. Lerner, 1997. $17.95. 144 pp.
A 6-8 BI

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

Covering all the details of an eventful life,
authors Carpenter and Shirley effectively recreate
the fabled author of Treasure Island and A Child's
Garden of Verses. Robert Louis Stevenson's early
years were filled with illness and disappointment.
His scandalous marriage, his late years, and his
legendary travels through the South Pacific are all
included in matter-of-fact detail, illustrated with
family snapshots and reproductions of some
prominent book illustrations.
Stevenson's life was only slightly less
romantic than his adventure works, but this
writing is scholarly and readable, with attention to
detail rather than to lip-smacking gossip. If your
library has only one biography of this important
author, this should be it.

••••
Climo, Shirley. A Treasury of Mermaids:
Mermaid Tails from Around the World.
Illustrated by Jean Tseng and Mou-sein .
HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06-023876-3.
$16 .95 . 75 pp.

* All PB NF

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Merfolk have long captured the imagination
of people around the world. They are simply
water people whose home is the mere-a sea, lake,
river, spring, or merely a swampy place. They are
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thought to be wise and to possess irresistible
voices. Renowned folklorist Shirley Climo has
drawn from mermaid lore worldwide to present
this enchanting definitive collection of
merpeople-from the Irish merrow and Swiss nix
to the ancient Greek Siren and Eskimo
nuyaqpalik. These stories speak to the magic of
the water sprites and the fortunes or fates of those
who dare try to possess them. Woven together
with insightful introductions, Climo discusses
myths from many countries, presenting age-old
tales from Europe along with only recently
recorded tales from other regions. Stunning
paintings complement the storytelling, creating an
enchanting feast for the imagination.

••••
Drummond, Allan. Moby Dick. Illustrated by
Allan Drummond. Farrar, Straus, & Giroux,
1997.
ISBN 0-374-34997-5.
$16.00.
Unpaginated.
A K-4 PB

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Drummond has told in thirty-two pages a
story Herman Melville took eight hundred pages
to tell, but Drummond's format is appropriate as
a book for children. Much of the text is quoted
from Melville' s work. The story is supplemented
by bright watercolor pictures; conversation
balloons add to the plot development. As an
additional note to the story, Drummond tells of his
own love of the sea and of Herman Melville's
MobyDick.
The story is engaging and may encourage
some young people to read the novel later in life.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4

Harlan, Judith. Girl Talk. Illustrated by Debbie
Palen. Walker, 1997. ISBN 0-8027-8640-5.
$15.95. 118 pp.
A 4-6 NF

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

There seems to be a host of new books telling
young ladies how to be happy, modem, free, and
equal. This is one of the best I have read, for
several reasons. First, it encourages girls to strive
to reach their goals in life and to demand equality
without resorting to man-bashing. It focuses on
being yourself and not letting friends, fashion, or
society dictate what you do. It gives girls positive
women role models from the past and present. It
emphasizes the importance of relationships
between mothers and daughters, girlfriends, and
other female friendships. It presents ideas for
changing stereotypical attitudes and behavior.
Finally, the format is very accessible, with varying
fonts, inserted boxes with informational tidbits,
cartoon-like illustrations, and logical organization.
This book would make a great gift for any girl
with "growing pains." It could be a conversation
starter for family discussion about gender roles,
peers, education, goals, and more.

••••
Hewett, Lorri . Lives of Our Own. Dutton, 1998.
ISBN 0-525-45959-6.$15.99.214 pp.
B 8+ FI

Reviewed by Leah Hanson

Because of her parents' divorce, Shawna
Riley has been uprooted from the only life she has
ever known and transplanted to Dessina, Georgia,
the small town where her father grew up. Dessina
seems to be miles and years away from the rest of
the world. Shawna is quite surprised by the
enduring racial tensions that still exist there.
Then, when she writes an editorial for the school
newspaper and speaks out against the school's
traditional white-students-only Old South Ball,
she finds herself face-to-face with racism directed
at herself. The popular students at school are
outspoken in their anger at Shawna, especially
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Kari Lang. And yet, when the two girls discover
that their parents used to be friends in high school,
an odd sort of friendship forms between Shawna
and Kari . After discovering a mysterious absence
of their parents ' photographs in the old school
yearbooks and hearing nothing but silence from
their parents about their relationship, Shawna and
Kari set off on a mission to discover the past, with
the hopes of understanding their own uncertain
futures .
Chapter by chapter, Lives of Our Own is told
by both Shawna and Kari ; first we hear one girl ' s
voice, then the other' s. Such a format allows the
reader to see the events of the story from multiple
perspectives and adds deeper meaning to the
theme of the search for self-identity. As the story
progresses, we realize that though the ethnicity of
the girls differs, their teenage confusion and
longing for acceptance are things they share.
Hewett effectively deals with the issue of racism,
while portraying hope that true friendship and
love can cross racial boundaries.

••••
Hobbie, Holly. Toot & Puddle. Illustrated by
Holly Hobbie . Little, Brown, 1997. ISBN 0316-36552-1. $12.95. Unpaginated.

* 1+ PB

Reviewed by Leah Hanson

Toot and Puddle, two endearing pigs who live
together in Woodcock Pocket, are the best of
friends. Though the two have varied interests,
together they make a fun-loving pair. Toot loves
to travel and explore the world; Puddle prefers the
comforts of home. One day the travel itch hits
Toot, and he is off on another adventure. During
his varied visits to foreign lands, he always sends
postcards home to his friend Puddle, who himself
is having the time of his life enjoying the
intimacies of home. After romping through Egypt,
India, Spain, and Antarctica, Toot wakes up one
morning and decides " it' s time to go home."
When Puddle receives the news, he hurriedly
prepares the house, and the two have a joyous
reunion .
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Hobbie ' s warm watercolor illustrations
capture the essence of this simple tale of
friendship. Toot and Puddle' s adventures,
rendered in soft detail, are equally engaging,
whether at home or abroad. The added fun of
seeing Toot' s postcards to Puddle both underlines
the true devotion the friends have for one another
and provides a pictoral catalogue of Toot' s
adventures.

••••
Holub, Josef. The Robber and Me . Translated by
Elizabeth D. Crawford. Henry Holt, 1997.
ISBN 0-8050-5599-1.$ 16.95. 213 pp.

* 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

In 1867, Boniface Schroll, an eleven-year-old
orphan, must adjust to a new home with his
bachelor uncle, who is the mayor in a remote
German village. On his way to the village,
Boniface, abandoned by the wagon driver on a
wintry night, is rescued by a mysterious man in a
big black hat. After arriving in Graab, Boniface
comes to adore the kind and clever housekeeper
Frederika, gradually sees kindness in stem Uncle
Emil, and detests the cruel schoolmaster, who
viciously verbally and physically attacks Christain
Knapp. Although his uncle orders him not to
associate with Robber Knapp's son, Boniface
befriends Christian and is smitten with Christian ' s
sister Karolyn. As robberies by a man in a big
black hat increase, the children are taken from
Frau Knapp, and a regiment of soldiers comes to
find Robber Knapp, who has escaped into the
forest. Christian is sent to live with the mayor, and
his friendship with Boniface grows. Having seen
Robber Knapp elsewhere during two of the
robberies, Boniface struggles to tell his uncle
what he knows and thereby convince the
authorities and the village ofthe man 's innocence.
The real robber is caught, but Uncle Emil is
unable to dissuade the authorities from punishing
Robber Knapp when he is found . " Of course
Knapp is innocent, but he must still be considered
a robber! " is the chopped logic of Herr Senior
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Clerk. Uncle Emil, released from old prejudices,
devises a secret plan to reunite the Knapp family.
This triumphant story of a young boy
discovering family, friendship, and courage won
the prestigious Zurich Children's Book Prize and
the 1998 Batchelder Award for the most
outstanding book originally published in a foreign
language and translated into English. Even though
the book is historical fiction, Boniface' s doubts
about his place in his new home and his fears
about being accepted will ring true for many
young readers. His struggle with risking rejection
by his new family and the village, and his ultimate
courage in telling the truth close the distance
between reader and character, as we too
experience his emotional conflict and share in his
triumph. The antics of the dummkopf Police
Constable Fuenfkorn, the lovable Frederika, and
the children provide needed comic relief. This
book is a must-buy for school and public libraries.

••••
Hubbard, Louisa Garff. Grandfather 's Gold
Watch. Illustrated by Louisa Garff Hubbard .
Shadow Mountain, 1997. ISBN 1-57345-2424. $11.95 . Unpaginated.
A 2-5 PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Twelve-year-old Peter is leaving Denmark to
sail to America with his parents. Their final
destination is the Valley of the Great Salt Lake,
but first Peter must say goodbye to his
grandfather, for whom he is named. In parting,
Grandfather counsels with his grandson and sends
two gifts with Peter: his name and his gold watch.
"My timepiece and my name belong
to you now," Grandfather said kindly.
"I cannot ask you every year on your
birthday how you have treated these
gifts. You must ask yourself every
year for me, What have I done with
my name? What have I done with my
time?"

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4

The trip is filled with adventure and
hardship-someone tries to steal the watch, Peter' s
father dies, and Mr. Tereson, the co-owner of their
wagon, abandons the family on the prairie, until
the wagon master rides back to rescue them. On
the evening before the travelers arrive in the Salt
Lake Valley, the watch is lost and Peter is
heartsick, but he cherishes the gift and remembers
his grandfather's advice.
Forty years later, in 1896, after Peter
concludes his speech at the statehood celebration,
a man shakes his hand and says, "So you are Peter
Nels Jorgensen . . . . I have known your name for
forty years, but I never expected to find you."
Peter' s watch is returned by the man, and that
evening Peter gives the watch to his twelve-yearold grandson Nels, with the counsel to "always
remember to ask yourself, What have I done with
my name? What have I done with my time?"
This well-crafted story about growing up,
honoring family, and respecting family values
could easily have been heavy-handed or didactic.
It is not. It is tender and loving, and young readers
will find page-turning adventure, with young
Peter choosing for himself how he will respond to
Grandfather' s counsel. Grandfather 's Gold Watch
is an ideal discussion starter on decision-making
and values for families.
The finely detailed pen and ink drawings
complement the story and its theme and add
symbolic meaning. In the book' s second
illustration, a young and pensive Peter stands in
front of a bare tree as he prepares to begin his
journey; toward the story' s end, a mature,
thoughtful Peter stands in front of a fruit-laden
tree, bringing to mind the biblical scripture "by
their fruits ye shall know them." When the family
is abandoned by Mr. Tereson with the words "I
wouldn ' t stay for a trunkful of gold watches,"
Peter is depicted staring through an assortment of
suspended gold watches. The one at his forehead
reveals the watch's interior works, suggesting
thinking or worrying. Two transparent watch
faces and two closed watch cases hang so that
Peter' s worried face shows, suggesting that time
seems unending when one confronts difficulties.
Many families will want to acquire this book for
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their home libraries; public and school libraries
should also consider it.

••••
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Jiang, Ji Li. Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the
Cultural Revolution. HarperCollins, 1997.
ISBN 0-06-027585-5. $14.95. 285 pp.
Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

In 1949 the Communist Party took power in
China and began to make many positive changes
to unite the country. In 1996 Mao Ze-dong
(formerly spelled Mao Tse-Tung), finding his
position threatened by other political leaders,
started massive reforms that touched even the
lives of young children. One child is Ji Li Jiang,
whose name means lucky and beautiful. She says,
With my red scarf, the emblem of the
Young Pioneers, tied around my neck, and my
heart bursting with joy, I achieved and grew
every day until that fateful year, 1996. That
year I was twelve years old, in the sixth grade.
That year the Cultural Revolution started.
The government believed that one's class
status determined one's thoughts, actions and
political loyalty. Ji Li's grandfather was a
landlord, and because landlords were one of the
five "black" categories being eradicated from red

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

••••

D

© 1997 Louise Garff Hubbard

A 4-8 BI

China, Ji Li sees her present and future
educational and professional dreams fade.
This biographical account is simply, but
powerfully told. The reader experiences firsthand
Ji Li's shock, humiliation, anger, and fear as she
relates the persecution of her family and the
detainment of her father. Through all her
experiences, Ji Li's loyalty and love for her
family, and her mother's faith in Allah remain
intact. Use this selection for background reading
material about Chinese history and discussions on
social issues dealing with peer group pressure and
minorities. The prologue, pronunciation guide,
glossary, and epilogue are useful added features in
the book.

Klause, Annette Curtis. Blood and Chocolate.
Delacorte, 1997. ISBN 0-385-32305-0.
$16.95. 264 pp.
B 9+ FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Beautiful high school student Vivian
Gandillon is a student by day and a werewolf by
night. As the story opens, her father has been
killed, and the pack, without its strong leader,
experiences a leadership void. The wanna-be
leader is involved in a relationship with Vivian's
widow mother, but he also lusts after Vivian . To
complicate matters, Vivian falls in love with a
fellow high school student who is not a werewolf.
When she decides to be truly honest and reveal all
to her high school boyfriend, he shrieks in terror.
Vivian must decide whether to accept her human
side or her more dominant werewolf self.
This book grabbed me with its title, and page
one drew me in immediately. However, although
a page-turner, this book is laden with very graphic
violent and sexual scenes.

••••
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Koller, Jackie French . No Such Thing. Illustrated
by Betsy Lewin. Boyds Mill, 1997. ISBN 156397-490-8. $14.95 . 32 pp.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Howard and his family have just moved into
an old house. Like his family, Howard loves
everything about the place-until it gets dark. In
the dark of the bedroom, Howard is convinced
that a monster lives under his big, old bed. No
matter how hard he tries to convince his mother of
this, she remains emotionally unmoved and ends
each trip to his room by reminding him that there
are no such things as monsters. Meanwhile, the
little monster who does live under Howard ' s bed
is trying to convince his equally emotionally
unruffled mother that a boy lives in the bed over
his head. Her response is like that of Howard ' s
mother. One night Howard and Monster meet.
After the initial shock and resultant shrieking and
running, both are returned to the bedroom by their
now impatient mothers, who fail to see each other.
As the crying, bedded Howard hears Monster' s
under-the-bed whimpers, they seek each other out
and sort out misconceptions. Then they trade
places and call their mothers to come quickly. A
hilarious read-at-night monster story for
unbelieving adults and their fearful children. The
text and wild illustrations convey a child ' s
frustration at not being taken seriously.

••••
Lasky, Kathryn. A Brilliant Streak: The Making of
Mark Twain. Illustrated by Barry Moser.
Harcourt Brace, 1998 . ISBN 0-15-252110-0 .
$18 .00 . 39 pp.
A 4-8 BI

get into more trouble and have more adventures
and near-death experiences than can be imagined.
Sam grew up as a mischievous, highly imaginative
youngster in Hannibal, Missouri. He spent his
time swimming, hunting pirates, exploring caves,
ice skating, and " improving" the truth. Even at an
early age, Sam showed a tendency for "stretching
the truth," recording things as he saw them. And
perhaps it is exactly this creative view on the
world that sustained Sam through his growing-up
adventures. From the newspaper business to the
steamboat to the mountains ofNevada, Sam found
adventure wherever he went. All these
experiences quietly influenced the man who
would become Mark Twain. In fact, Sam Clemens
got his pen name from steamboat slang- "mark
twain" was the signal shouted to warn the
steamboat pilot that the riverbed was only twelve
feet below the boat and on the very edge of
danger-a name all too appropriate for the
beloved writer of classics like Tom Sawyer and
The Adventures ofHuckleberry Finn. On April 20,
1910, Halley' s comet streaked across the sky once
more, and the next day, Mark Twain ' s soul
followed right behind.
Lasky deftly records a compact biography of
Mark Twain; Moser' s watercolors bring added
life to the text, whirling the reader into the
adventures of one of our nation' s most beloved
truth-stretchers. Lasky weaves the details of
Twain ' s life in such a way that readers can easily
see where and how Twain gathered material and
ideas for his literary masterpieces. A Brilliant
Streak provides a brilliantly simple introduction to
the legendary Twain and serves as a perfect
springboard for the reading and discussing of any
of Twain ' s I iterary works.

••••

Reviewed by Leah Hanson

In November 1835 , Halley ' s comet streaked
across the night sky; under that luminous glow
and grand beginning, Samuel Clemens was born.
Sam was a premature, frail baby, and his parents
doubted he would survive. Survive he did, though,
and in the next seventy-five years, he managed to

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4
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L'Engle, Madeleine. Meet the Austins. Farrar,
Straus & Giroux, 1997. ISBN 0-374-34929-0.
$16.00. 216 pp.
B 4-7 FI

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

Meet the Austins does exactly what the title
promises. The reader becomes intimately
acquainted with a well-adjusted, functional
family, full of love and well-schooled in positive
values and judgment. Lest the foregoing be called
damning with faint praise, this middle- and uppergrade novel is vintage L'Engle (no small
commendation) and is a new edition of the first
novel she wrote about the Austins. There are
really good times for these people, as well as
really bad ones; and if the family concerns seem
somewhat removed from 1998, the principles and
feelings are not.
Recommend this one to your thoughtful
fourth- to sixth-grade girls to start them on a very
pleasant journey through their early adolescent
years. They'll likely continue right on through all
five books about the Austins: Meet the Austins,
The Moon by Night, The Young Unicorns, A Ring
of Endless Light, and Troubling a Star .

The man sickens and dies, and the dog moves on
to life with a photographer, becoming a famous
dog model.
One day he escapes his life as a famous
photographic model and lives in the wild. But
only for a few days. As he puts it, "It was, in fact,
while gnawing at rabbit that I remembered
watching Scar devour rat remains, and the disgust
I had felt at the time. Suddenly I felt with horror
that I had been reduced to a creature as primitive
as my enemy, and I resolved to turn my life
around once again."
He begins his new life by finding a little girl,
though "she thought she had found me." After
checking out the family, he decides to stay, in
spite of the cat.
The story, though written in very
sophisticated language, is a humorous, thoroughly
believable, dog-point-of-view tale. I recommend
it for those who have a command of the English
language and a love of dogs and primitive poetry.

••••

••••
Lowry, Lois. Stay! Keeper 's Story. Houghton
Mifflin, 1997. ISBN 0-395-87048-8. $15.00 .
128 pp.
A 3-6 Fl

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Lowry has written Stay! Keeper's Story from
the point of view of an intellectual dog who not
only learns to understand the language of humans,
but also can read and even "write" poetry. In other
respects, he is bound by the normal dog body-he
doesn ' t talk to humans or actually write.
The story opens when he is a puppy in the
alley behind a French restaurant. When the
dishwashers discover his siblings and take them
away, he stays hidden. His mother moves on, and
he goes out to find another life. He stays with a
beggar who sleeps under cardboard by the river.
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Marshall, James. George and Martha: The
Complete Stories of Two Best Friends.
Illustrated by James Marshall. Houghton
Mifflin, 1997. ISBN 0-395-85158-0. $25 .00.
340 pp.

* Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

George and Martha are two simple-minded
hippopotamuses whose friendship both gives its
readers a good laugh and enlightens adults and
children alike about our many emotions: humor,
anger, pride, egotism, patience, forgiveness,
sympathy, and love. Marshall's line drawings are
accompanied by only four basic colors (gray,
green, red, and yellow) and can be fully enjoyed
in this volume, because the illustrations are
printed on large sheets of high-quality paper.
All thirty-five "George and Martha"
stories-originally printed between 19721988-are included in this large twenty-fifth
anniversary edition. A recommended purchase-it
is even delightful to read all thirty-five witty
stories in one sitting.

••••
Martin, Patricia. Travels with Rainie Marie.
Hyperion, 1997. ISBN 0-786-82212-0.
$15.89. 192 pp.
C 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Travels with Rainie Marie is the story of a
young. single mother and her six young children.
Twelve-year-old Rainie Marie is the oldest child.
Whenever her depressed mother is overly
stressed, the children are sent to their greatgrandmother' s house on the train, and Aunt
Castina takes care of their mother.
Although Rainie Marie feels strongly that the
family should stay together, she obediently
gathers her five younger brothers and sisters, and
they go alone on the train . All the time they are
with Great-grandmother, Rainie Marie struggles
with deciding whether she should stay where she
is or take her family back home. After Great-

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4

grandmother has a heart attack and Aunt Castina
decides to divide the children among other
relatives, Rainie Marie packs her brothers and
sisters back home again .
The author does not build adequate support
for us to believe as strongly as Rainie Marie. The
things she does seem dangerous for a twelve year
old. Her decision to disobey her aunt and return
home and her belief that she is doing the right
thing do not ring true. The story is weak, though
the characters are strong.

••••
Mayne, William. Hob and the Peddler. DK Ink,
1997. ISBN 0-7894-2462-2. $15.95. 128 pp.
A 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

Thanks are due to Mayne, who has been kind
enough to give us more adventures of Hob, the
relatively modem descendant of Mulock's
Brownies. A cheerful creature, home-loving and
responsible, Hob knows his jobs and is more than
willing to do them if the other parties know theirs.
If they don ' t, then of course he has to leave-in
this case, he leaves the frying pan to be dumped in
the fire .
Through a gypsy who can see Hob' s
invisibility and an ancient magpie who knows
answers (but would rather stay safe if there is a
choice), Hob meets a new family who face danger
they can sense, but cannot define. Hob' s
assignment comes clear.
Full of the mystery of good folklore and the
satisfaction of mastered language (like all of
Mayne's works), this Hob story fascinates and
broadens horizons. Not for the facts-at-heart
readers, but bound to be a favorite otherwise.

••••
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Meltzer, Milton. Langston Hughes. Illustrated by
Stephen Alcorn. Millbrook Press, 1997. ISBN
0-7613-0205-0. $39.40. 226 pp.
A 10+ Bl

Reviewed by Janice G. Bunker

Meltzer's biography delves deep into the
experiences and events that built Langston
Hughes into the great poet of the Harlem
Renaissance who wrote of the ordinary Negro
experience in twentieth-century America. It is a
captivating discussion of the age-old struggle for
freedom and equality in general, and ofHughes'
own fight for the freedom and equality of
Negroes. The book also emphasizes Hughes'
innovative poetry forms, which incorporate blues
and jazz rhythms.
A Icorn's casein-and-sand illustrations are
reproduced in blue and sepia, which, he explains
in an illustrator' s note, are symbolic of Hughes'
blues poetry and earthy style. Though reminiscent
of cubism, the illustrations have a stylized
simplicity that lends visual depth to Meltzer's
words.
In addition to a comprehensive bibliography
of Hughes ' own works, this book offers a list of
other books about Hughes and a seven-page
index. It would do well as part of a unit on notable
American authors, as a resource for a paper, as an
encouragement for budding writers, or as a part of
any social studies unit on minority struggles. In
short, this biography discusses many issues
central to an understanding of America today.

••••
Moss, Miriam. Jigsaw. Illustrated by Tony Smith.
Millbrook Press, 1997. ISBN 0-7613-0044-9.
$16.95 . Unpaginated.
C K-3 PB

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

A single jigsaw puzzle piece graces each twopage spread of this book, along with a larger
illustration that echoes the text and puzzle piece.
The reader is urged to "piece together the
mystery" and guess what the complete puzzle
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picture might be; however, from the first two
pages it is apparent what the basic mystery is. We
see a puzzle piece with a furry creature wearing
red. The completed puzzle is nonsense-Little Red
Riding Hood is putting together a puzzle on the
beach while the red-caped Big Bad Wolf is
handing her a wild rose. Next we see them happily
skipping into the woods together. In addition, the
artwork is static and heavy-handed. Purchase
Jigsaw only if you are desperate for more
game/mystery picture books.

••••
Naidoo,
Beverly.
No
Turning
Back.
HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06-027505-7.
$14.95 . 189 pp.

* 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Black South African, twelve-year-old Sipho
is in a hopeless situation. No longer able to put up
with his drinking stepfather's abusive behavior
and his pregnant mother' s seeming indifference to
her only son, Sipho runs away from home. With
the little bit of money he has stolen from his
mother, Sipho arrives in modern Johannesburg,
where he becomes one of many street children.
Acclimating to the street scene is made easier
with the attention given Sipho by other homeless
boys, especially Jahu. Jahu introduces Sipho to
one of the gang's money-making devices:
approaching supermarket customers as they are
exiting the store and offering to wheel their laden
shopping carts to their cars. For this, the boys
would most often receive a monetary tip or gifts
of produce.
When a white family invites Sipho to abandon
his street life for a chance to live with them, he
accepts. Living on the other side of the gated
neighborhood is fine for a time, but Sipho feels
more like an experiment-a charity case. When
Sipho is accused of stealing, he decides that his
friendship with Jahu is more important than the
artificial comfort and "do-good" pretense of a
foster family . Even when he is proved innocent,
Sipho heads back to the streets. Only this time,
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there is no Jahu. Sipho learns that Jahu left the
street life for a shelter for street children . In
locating Jahu, Sipho also finds room at the shelter.
Additionally, Sipho finds kindness and respect.
He opens up his soul to the shelter workers, and
the tears flow as he recounts his young and
troubled life. Reconciliation with his mother and
a desire to excel in school as a way out of his
current life are additional elements that make this
a novel of hope.

••••

comes to understand and empathize with her
grandmother' s inability to face reality.
In Dancing on the Edge, Nolan helps readers
realize that fantasies can sometimes mask our
ability to see reality and that love requires
honesty. In the end Miracle understands:
I still don ' t know what love was, not yet. But
I thought maybe it was like dance, and music,
and poetry. I knew how they made me feel:
real, and lit up from the inside, and like
nothing in the world could ever really hurt
me.

Nolan, Han. Dancing on the Edge. Harcourt
Brace, 1997. ISBN 0-15-201648-1. $16.00.
244 pp.
A 5+ FI

••••

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Miracle is raised by a rather unusual
grandmother, Gigi, who solves problems through
seances and the Ouija board. Unwilling to admit
that she is driving her son (Miracle' s father) too
hard and incapable of facing the reality that her
son has left home, Gigi holds a seance and tells
Miracle that her father, Dane, has "melted."
Miracle then becomes obsessed with bringing her
father back.
Readers will find Miracle to be a very unusual
child. Gigi claims this is because Miracle came
out of the body of a dead woman. Gigi wants
Miracle to become a prodigy like her father, but
Miracle finds a different talent-dancing.
However, when Granddaddy Opal finds bruises
all over Miracle' s legs, he begins to wonder what
kind of dancing Miracle is involved with. Miracle
not only dances into walls, but she also wears
Dane ' s old bathrobe wherever she goes.
Determined to get in touch with Dane, she decides
to melt herself too in order to reach him.
Gradually, readers see that when we dance on the
edge of fantasy, we are in danger of falling over
into reality.
In Part II of the book, a young psychiatrist
helps Miracle find the truth about her birth with
the help of her Aunt Casey. Miracle begins to heal
from her physical and emotional scars. She also

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4

© 1997 Paul Lee

Olawsky, Lynn Ainsworth. Colors of Mexico .
Illustrated by Janice Lee Porter. Carolrhoda,
1997. ISBN 0-87614-886-0.$19.93 . 24 pp.
B 2-3 PB NF Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

This book uses the concept of color to
introduce readers briefly to some of the highlights
of Mexico, past and present. White skeletons
decorate Day ofthe Dead celebrations; green jade
is discovered in the Mayan jungles; orange
butterflies fly south to the Sierra Madre mountains
each winter; blue waters grace the coast; brown
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adobe houses fill many villages; yellow corn
tortillas are a food mainstay; a black volcano is
born in Paricutin; red chilies hang to dry in the
market; gold Aztec treasures lure Spanish
conquerors; shadowy purple mountains line the
horizon.
Each page-spread has a paragraph about one
element, enhanced with a bright illustration. The
Spanish words and pronunciations for the colors
are also given. Although this is a rather spotty
treatment of Mexico, it serves as a starting point
to catch children ' s attention about some of the
marvels of Mexico, which can then be explored
further using other sources. Other books in the
Colors of the World series include Colors of
Australia, Colors of Germany, and Colors of
Japan .

••••
Potter, Joan and Constance Claytor. African
Americans Who Were First. Cobblehill
Books, 1997. ISBN 0-525-65246-9. $15 .99.
Ill pp .
A 4-9

81

Reviewed by Janice G. Bunker

This book contains a brief history of African
American life in the United States from 1619 to
the present, interspersed with one-page life
sketches of African Americans who were
forerunners in fields ranging from writing and
inventing to rodeo-riding and exploring.
Potter joins Claytor in explaining the complex
and volatile history of African Americans in a
simple yet elegant way that invites admiration and
emulation . Organized in chronological order, the
life sketches powerfully convey the character and
courage of each African American selected. A
headline at the top of each page describes the
contribution made, such as "First person to reach
the North Pole" (Matthew Henson). An interesting
read for adults also, this book would be an ideal
inclusion in a unit on famous Americans or useful
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for helping a child select someone interesting to
learn more about or report on.

••••
Quirk, Anne. Dancing with Great-Aunt Cornelia.
HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-060-27332-1.
$14.95. 151 pp.
A 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Thirteen-year-old Connie has always known
about her extremely rich Great-Aunt Cornelia, but
she has only seen her once a year at her birthday.
She is invited to a very expensive restaurant
where she has a nice lunch and answers GreatAunt Cornelia's questions about the past year. She
is certainly an eccentric, but lovable relative. This
year, though, Great-Aunt Cornelia decides the
perfect present would be for Connie to spend
some time with her at her New York apartment.
Although Connie lives in Queens, she has never
spent much time in the city.
Her parents are mysteriously upset about the
idea, especially her father, but in the end it is
agreed that she will go. Great-Aunt Cornelia calls
in her personal dresser to buy Connie new clothes,
and takes her to her personal hair-dresser to have
a new hair cut. She has dancing lessons and enters
a new world. It is not all that comfortable, but it is
fun is a zany kind of way. In the end, the family
are reunited. Great-Aunt Cornelia is revealed to be
Connie' s grandmother, and Connie learns that her
father decided to eschew the wealthy life when he
graduated from college.
I thoroughly enjoyed this improbable, but
very believable, almost commoner-to-princess
story.

••••
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Ray, Jane. Hansel and Gretel. Illustrated by Jane
Ray. Candlewick Press, 1997. ISBN 0-76360358-9. $15.99 . Unpaginated.
A All PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Acclaimed illustrator Jane Ray presents a
vivid retelling of the Grimm's fairy tale Hansel
and Gretel, highlighting its theme of cruelty and
betrayal with her extraordinary watercolor,
collage, and varnish illustrations. Frightening yet
powerful, Hansel and Gretel is a tale of good
prevailing over evil. A beautiful presentation
enjoyable for readers of all ages .

••••
Roddie, Shen. Too Close Friends. Illustrated by
Sally Anne Lambert. Dial, 1998. ISBN 08037-2188-9. $14.99. Unpaginated.
A K-3 PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway
© 1997 Sally Anne Lambert

Hippo and Pig are neighbors and good friends
until Hippo decides to cut down the hedge
between their homes. His reasoning is that "we
can see into each other's houses and be even
better friends." However, they soon discover each
other's secrets and disgusting habits, and the
friendship wanes thin. They stop their daily visits,
and the hedge grows taller. On Hippo's birthday,
Pig takes him the present she has made, and the
friendship revives, "But ever after, back in their
own homes ... they did exactly as they pleased!"
The lively, comic text is accompanied by
uproariously funny watercolor illustrations of the
plump friends, their feats, and foibles. A palette of
Kooi-Aid® colors make it an eye-catching book
for reading aloud to a group, and the humor will
keep young and old audiences amused. Families
and teachers will find it a useful discussion starter
for the concept of privacy. For a true close friend,
it would make a delightful gift. An excellent
choice for school and public libraries.

••••
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4

Roland, Timothy. Come Down Now, Flying Cow!
Illustrated by Timothy Roland. Random,
1997.
ISBN
0-679-98110-1.
$11.99.
Unpaginated.
B 1+ PB

Reviewed by Jill Mendez

A very curious and naughty cow takes off in
a hot air balloon to explore, and in the process,
causes problems for everyone around her. A bird
friend alerts her to all the dangers, but the
warnings always come too late, and everyone and
everything end up in a different place. The cow
does make a daring catch, but takes a fish, a dog,
some clothes off a line, a hat, a mouse, and a
baseball along with her. She has no remorse, and
not long after she finishes her ride, wisks away in
a car.
The text is in rhyme, which is appealing to
and makes easy reading for beginning readers .
The story is a little on the crazy side and is
intended to entertain. The brightly colored and fun
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illustrations make the book enjoyable and
laughable, and the bizarreness will delight young
readers.

••••
Ry lant, Cynthia. Poppleton and Friends.
Illustrated by Mark Teague. Scholastic, 1997.
ISBN 0-590-84786-4. $13.95 . 48 pp.
Rylant, Cynthia. Poppleton Everyday. Illustrated
by Mark Teague . Scholastic, 1998. ISBN 0590-84845-3 . $14.95 . 48 pp.
A K-2 FI

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

These books are numbers two and three in
what is to be a nine-book series of amusing
adventures about Poppleton the pig and his
menagerie of friends. Each easy reader contains
three short stories. In Poppleton and Friends,
Poppleton spends the day at the seashore with his
mouse friend Hudson, asks goat friend Cherry Sue
for advice about his dry skin, and decides that
eating grapefruit is no way to live longer. In
Poppleton Everyday, Poppleton and Hudson
stargaze, Poppleton buys a mattress, and
Poppleton and Fillmore go for a relaxing sailboat
ride.
Admittedly, these topics appear dull, but
Rylant and Teague work their own magic with
simple words and colored pencil and watercolor
illustrations to turn common events into
uproariously funny situations. The humor, warm
friendships, and antics of these characters will
keep beginning readers, their teachers, parents,
and older siblings wanting more.

••••

Simont, Marc. The Goose That Almost Got
Cooked. Illustrated by Marc Simont.
Scholastic, 1997. ISBN 0-590-69075-2.
$15.95.40 pp .

* K+ PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Emily always likes to do things her way. As
a gosling, she swam in circles rather than in a
straight line. As a grown-up Canadian goose she
likes to break formation. One day as the flock is
undertaking a long flight and Emily tires because
she has been doing acrobatics, she decides to
break with the flying group and sleep. Emily
wakes up to a seven-goose reception, which she
follows to a farmer-supplied breakfast of grains
and other goodies. The farmer welcomes Emily to
his flock and leads his geese to a cozy and secure
shed for the night. Emily loves this new lifestyle!
That is, until she wakes up one morning and
counts only six companions. Determined to find
the missing goose, she searches the barnyard and
is aghast to find goose feathers in a bucket and the
farmer and his wife enjoying a roast meal!
Desperate to escape, Emily realizes that she can't
fly because she's molting! For days, Emily keeps
a low profile until she is cornered by the farmer ' s
wife who is looking for a main course. Emily runs
and then finds she can fly-her feathers have
grown back. After a long and grueling solo flight,
Emily rejoins her friends . They fly together, but
before settling down for the night, free-spirited
Emily loops and flips in the evening sky.
Watercolor paintings illuminate the sparse
text that offers a hopeful resolution to the problem
of conformity and the desire to be an individual
with adherent consequences-at least for this
goose.

••••
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Smith, Sherwood. Court Duel. Harcourt Brace,
1998 . ISBN 0-15-201609-0.$18.00.245 pp.
A 9+ FI

Spaulding, Dean T. Feeding Our Feathered
Friends. Lerner, 1997. ISBN 0-8225-3175-5.
$19.93. 55 pp.

Reviewed by Leah Hanson

A 3+ NF
Young countess Meliara is enjoying the
seeming quiet of rebuilding her family ' s estate
after having spent an awful year revolting against
a cruel king. With the king dead and peace
restored, Mel expects that life will go on as
before. Yet, with a mysterious letter from the
former king's sister and pleas from her brother for
her to join him at court, Meliara reluctantly leaves
the country and joins the ranks of the courtiers.
Here at court, war is just as intense and
bewildering as on the battlefield--except swords
have been traded for fans and armor discarded for
elaborate dresses. Meliara finds herself out of
place and decides that she will flee court just as
soon as she discovers who will be best to support
in the bid for king. But making that discovery is
much trickier than she ever expected. With the
help of anonymous letters from a secret admirer
and her ability to see beyond the masked faces ,
Meliara quietly learns of plots and intrigues at
court. And once again, she ' s thrown into a fight
for truth and freedom .
This sequel to Crown Duel of "The Crown &
Court Duet" is fast paced and intriguing. Although
information from the first book in the series would
make some details more clear, Court Duel can
stand on its own as an enthralling story. Meliara' s
frankness quickly wins the reader over, and we
view the happenings at court with her same
confusion and suspicion. The secret letters tossed
back and forth from Meliara to her secret admirer
add to the mystery as we too try to guess who that
admirer could be. With its long-ago world of
palaces, balls, spies, and court etiquette, Court
Duel is sure to capture the imagination and
provide breath-taking anticipation as Meliara
races to discover the truth and save the throne.

••••
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Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

What do tennis balls, a metal baking pan, a
fork, a plastic soda pop bottle, a plastic shopping
bag, a twist-tie, and an old long-sleeved shirt with
a front pocket have in common? They are all
common household items that can be used to
make a unique but useful bird feeder! Feeding our
Feathered Friends presents eighteen bird-feeder
projects in three levels of difficulty. Level 1 bird
feeders require no supervision and can be made in
about five minutes. Level 3 feeders are more time
consuming and require adult supervision.
Spaulding begins his book with the basics of bird
watching and feeding. Types of seeds and how to
test the freshness of seeds are discussed. Also
learn how to "squirrel-proof' your bird feeder and
make a natural sunflower seed bird feeder!
I found this small book very informative. The
tools and materials needed for each project are
clearly outlined, and the step-by-step directions
are easy to understand. Different types of bird
feeders (i.e., all-purpose, suet, thistle-seed, and
nectar) are included so that you can attract a
variety of birds to your yard. Beautiful color
photographs of birds that would frequent the
specified feeder are included. A short glossary and
an index are added features of this book. A wide
range of readers will enjoy this selection. If you're
a Cub Scout den leader, teacher, or parent, you
will want to check this one out for quick and fun
projects for your group, class or family.

••••
Spinelli, Jerry. The Library Card. Scholastic,
1997. ISBN 0-590-46731-X. $15.95. 148 pp.
B 5+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

One does not usually think of a library card as
being blue and blank-let alone a card that
mysteriously shows up in the oddest places. Is
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there magic behind Spinelli ' s library card? He
proves its magic to us in four different ways. This
collection of four stories represents an excellent
variety of viewpoints on the subject of books and
the changes they can inspire.
Mongoose pulls the blue card from his
pocket, and for the first time gets a good look at
it. Both sides are blank, and yet somehow he
knows it is a library card.
"Brenda knew it was there before she opened
her eyes next morning. Even as she slept she felt
its presence. It was blue. It was rectangular. It lay
upon the table where the TV had been."
Another character shifts through a pile of
cards "one at a time-baseball faces , baseball
caps, until one was left, the bottom card. It was
unlike the others. No face, no cap, just plain blue."
With unexpected twists, Spinelli transports
his audience into the world of books. Mongoose,
Brenda, Sonseray, and April all face the decision
whether or not to use the mysterious blue card.
Readers will find this book imaginative and
compelling; they will never again be bothered by
boredom, vandalism, television, motherlessness,
or mushrooms. Read to find out why.

••••
Stanley, Jerry. Digger: The Tragic Fate of the
California Indians from the Missions to the
Gold Rush. Crown, 1997. ISBN 0-517-70952X. $23.00 . I 04 pp.
A 7-12 NF

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

Th is book begins with a fascinating
description of the cultures native to the California
area before the Spanish conquest. This littleknown information is very important because
hardly a trace of these people has survived to the
present. Part two outlines the changes forced upon
native peoples and the oppression they endured
during the Spanish rule of the Southwest. The
third part describes the progressive, merciless
destruction of the California Indians by both the
lawless and the law during the Gold Rush and
beyond .
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The message of this book is strong and
disturbing, primarily because it is true. It demands
that we look critically at the forces that have
shaped the United States. It reveals events and
viewpoints of history that have long been hidden
or ignored. It could be used to prompt thoughtful
discussion and encourage tolerance of the many
cultures that make up this country.

••••
Staub, Frank. Children of Belize. Carolrhoda,
1997. ISBN 1-57505-039-0. $29.54. 48 pp.
A 4-5 PB NF Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

Here Staub combines brilliant photographs
and compelling text to describe the country of
Belize. The beauty and variety ofthis little-known
country are displayed through the stories of many
children from a wide variety of backgrounds.
Comments on the dynamic history of Belize
explain the ethnic variety of its people:
descendants of the Mayas, Spanish-speaking
mestizos, African-Americans, British colonizers,
German Mennonites, and more. Lifestyles of
children and their families also vary greatly, and
a child may spend his or her days at school,
farming, fishing, or even snorkeling. The
landscape boasts magnificent beaches, tropical
rainforests, mountains, lakes, and rivers.
Information about religion, politics, and economy
is also tied in with the children ' s stories.
This book is fascinating because it tells of
such an unusual and often ignored country. The
page layout is pleasing because there is more
photograph than text space on each page. The
spotlight on children serves to help young readers
relate to the book and keeps their interest. The
focus on variety is effective and important. Other
books in the World Children 's Series include
Children of India, Children of Mauritania, and
Children of China.

••••
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Streissguth, Tom . Mexico. Carolrhoda, 1997.
ISBN 1-57505-100-1.$19.93.48 pp.

heroes. As the story develops, Quinn must face
some surprising facts about her father and about
herself.

A 3-5 PB NF Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

This delightful exploration of Mexico is part
of a new series called the Globe-trotters Club.
Colorful photographs and fascinating text present
the great variety that makes up the land, people,
food , customs, history, and arts of Mexico. The
layout is appealing and effective. Points of
interest, ideas for activities, and even a salsa
recipe are also inserted. The book concludes with
a glossary of important terms, a pronunciation
guide of Spanish names, a list for further reading,
and an index.
It is important to mention that Carolrhoda
Books has a parallel series for younger readers
(grades 1-3). A Ticket to Mexico uses the same
photographs and identical layout with simpler text
written by the same author (ISBN 1-57505-1257) . Both versions are highly recommended,
depending on the age group you are working with.

••••
Thesman, Jean . The Storyteller 's Daughter.
Houghton Mifflin, 1997. ISBN 0-395-809789.$16.00. 180pp.
B 5+ Fl

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

The storyteller is the man everyone can turn
to when in trouble: "Beau John had that effect on
people. Reflected in his eyes, they saw themselves
differently-better and smarter-and they loved
Beau John for it." Quinn, the storyteller's
daughter, also has a great love for her father and
believes in his goodness. Then one night, that
goodness is challenged as Quinn overhears a
conversation that seems to threaten Beau John's
good name. Developing relationships between
Quinn, her best friend Donna, and a young boy
named Justin keep the reader guessing as the
mystery of Beau John ' s disappearance unfolds.
Although in parts the story seems uneventful ,
Thesman teaches us about trust and believing in

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4

••••
Tomlinson, Theresa. Dancing Through the
Shadows. DK Publishing, 1997. ISBN 07894-2459-2. $14.95 . 120 pp.
B 6-9 Fl

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

All the good things and all the bad things in
Ellen's world seem to happen on Wednesday. It
was on Wednesday she was chosen to participate
in a special dance in the school program .. . and
it was on Wednesday that Ellen was told her
mother had breast cancer. Ellen, like her father
and younger brother, is trying to support her
Mom, but Ellen is both overwhelmed with worry
and anger at the inconvenience of Mom's illness.
Thomlinson candidly discusses the ambivalent
feelings that children often experience when a
parent is diagnosed with a life-threatening
disease.
As Ellen develops the courage to deal with
Mom's lumpectomy, chemotherapy, and radiation
treatments, she finds herself drawn into the
restoration of an ancient spring, lying buried
beneath a muddy, rubbish heap on the school
grounds. Ellen and her best friend Laura, intrigued
by the old Celtic well, decide to help Miss
Corrigan ("Corrie"), their history teacher, with the
excavation. Corrie believes the spot is the site of
a once sacred place where travelers in search of
healing drank of the clear water and left their
offerings to the pagan goddess "Ellen of the
Ways." As Ellen and her mother learn the art of
surviving, one day at a time, Ellen takes solace in
the spring, wanting to believe it a place of healing.
As the well is slowly restored to its former state,
clear and clean, teeming with the pond life
necessary to rejuvenate it, Ellen also begins to
heal. Woven into her story are a variety of sources
of healing, such as modern medicine, as well as
the power of loving family and friends. In the end,
the community celebrates the restoration of the
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spring, while Ellen ' s family celebrate the
restoration of Mom ' s health and the end of her
cancer treatments.
The touching first-person dialogue easily
draws the reader into a realistic family drama that
is all about hope, healing, and the miracle of life.

••••
Travers, P. L. Mary Poppins. Illustrated by Mary
Shepard. Harcourt Brace, 1997. ISBN 0-15252595-5. $18.00. 202 pp.

* 1-6 FI

••••

Reviewed by Janna Wise

An absolutel y wonderful book! The original
Mary Poppins has been reprinted by Harcourt
Brace & Company and will surely be a must-read
on many library booklists. While most children
and adults are familiar with the movie version, the
Mary Poppins presented in this book is even more
delightful and unpredictable-and smack in the
middle of a whole host of new adventures as well!
The book is presented in chapter form , making it
readable by both the older child and parents who
read aloud to younger children. The original
illustrations are included as well, serving to
highlight the story.

••••
Travers, P. L. Mary Poppins Comes
Illustrated by Mary Shepard. ISBN
201718-6 . $18 .00. 296 pp.
Travers, P. L. Mary Poppins Opens the
Illustrated by Mary Shepard. ISBN
201720-8 . $18 .00. 255 pp.
Travers, P. L. Mary Poppins in the
Illustrated by Mary Shepard. ISBN
201716-X. $18.00.265 pp.

* 3-6 Fl

as in the original. Again, each chapter contains a
unique plot in itself, yet the books all complement
one another as past characters return at different
times. Thus, while not critical, it is helpful to read
the books in order to understand fully who the
different characters are.
The adventures are original and very clever-a
touch of fantasy and fun in each one. Further, the
illustrations are also clever and add the perfect
touch to an already vivid story. These books
belong on every library shelf!

Back.
0-15Door.
0-15Park.
0-17-

Reviewed by Janna Wise

For anyone who loved the first Mary Poppins
book, here are three more as outstanding as the
first. Mary Poppins is still her own unique self,
and the children are as full of fun and adventure

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

Turner, Ann. Finding Walter. Harcourt Brace,
1997. ISBN 0-152-00212-X . $16.00. 161 pp.
B 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

In the attic of Grandmother' s house, where
Emily, Rose, and her famil y have come to stay
while their father recuperates, is an old doll house.
Emily immediately falls in love with it, but Rose
is reluctant to handle the dirt, spider webs, and
mouse droppings. Emily brings it downstairs and
cleans up the house and the dolls. She knows what
the dolls want, even though they cannot talk. Rose
scoffs, but eventually she can "hear" the dolls, too.
They come to know that there is a doll
missing-Walter, the baby. He has been missing
for years now. Throughout the story, sometimes
the girls are looking for the doll , and sometimes
the other dolls are looking for him . The doll
family hitch a ride on the family dog and get
themselves to the woods where Walter was left so
long ago. Before they can find a way back,
however, there is a fire and they save themselves
by going down an animal hole. The girls go to the
woods and bring the dolls home. Grandmother
and the girls take the doll family to a doll maker,
who carefully restores the beloved toys.
Turner's book should appeal to girls whose
dolls are as real to them as mine were to me. The
rules of such a world are carefully fo II owed by the
author, the dolls can ' t move when humans are
watching, and they can 't talk to children, but they
can "think" to them . In addition, the cover is
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authentic in its representation of the text. The
dolls wear exactly what the dollmaker dresses
them in as described in the book.

••••
Wallner, Alexandra. Laura Ingalls Wilder.
Illustrated by Alexandra Wallner. Holiday
House, 1997. ISBN 0-8234-1314-4 . $15 .95 .
32 pp.
A 4+ BI

Reviewed by Denice Barainca

This biography of Laura Ingalls Wilder will
be of interest to anyone who enjoys Wilder' s
Little House books. As it follows Laura from her
birth in 1867 to her death at ninety in 1957, the
biography takes a brief look at her family and
each of the homes they moved to throughout her
life. Readers will recognize the places and events
from Little House on the Prairie, On the Banks of
Plum Creek, and other books by Wilder.
This is a picture book for older children.
Wallner uses text to tell Laura' s story, and
illustrations to bring it to life. Bright watercolors
cover at least half of every page. Texture, color,
and painted detail capture the Ingalls' life on the
American frontier. The details seem to be those
that young Laura might have included, if she had
illustrated her books.

••••
Wells, Rosemary. Bunny Money. Illustrated by
Rosemary Wells. Dial, 1997. ISBN 0-80372 147-1. $14.99. Unpaginated.

the skating music box they want to buy for
grandma costs $1 00 because the skates are pure
gold. There's always a way out for Wells, though,
so read the story and enjoy the happy ending, the
irrepressible Max, and the practical Ruby, who
sums up every shopper' s money problems with
the terse, "Money is running through our fingers,
Max."

••••
Wilder, Laura Ingalls. Animal Adventures.
Illustrated by Renee Graef. HarperCollins,
1997. ISBN 0-06-442050-7. $3 .95. 70 pp.
B 1-2 FI

Animal Adventures is a compilation of stories
about animals encountered by Wilder and her
family on the American frontier at the turn of the
century.
The stories are shortened versions of the
original Little House books, making them easier
for the younger reader. The black and white
illustrations
are
remtmscent
of Garth
Williams-the original illustrator for the Little
House books-giving a realistic depiction of
events. It will make a welcome addition to any
children ' s library.

••••
Wilkes, Maria D. Little Town at the Crossroads .
Illustrated by Dan Andreasen. HarperCollins,
1997. ISBN 0-060-26995-2. $14.95. 343 pp.

* 5+ FI
A

K-3 PB

Reviewed by Jill Mendez

Reviewed by Jill Mendez

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Whether or not you are a Wells fan , you may
want to add this one to your collection. The story
tells of Max and his sister Ruby ' s trip to buy a
birthday present for Grandma. The detours on the
way to the purchase of the gift are
numerous-lemonade, vampire teeth (oozing with
cherry syrup), a trip to the laundromat (to get the
cherry syrup out), and lunch-only to discover that

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss5/4

Little Town at the Crossroads is the second
book in the "Little House in Brookfield" series
about the mother of Laura Ingalls, Caroline
Quiner, and her experiences growing up in
Brookfield, Wisconsin, in the 1800s. The book
brings to life the childhood of Caroline and gives
the reader a firsthand glimpse of what the
American frontier was really like.
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The book is well-researched and well-written.
Readers feel as if they are part of the story and go
through the experiences with Caroline. The downto-earth , black and white illustrations are
reminiscent of the original Little House books.

••••
Wilson, Nancy Hope. Old People, Frogs and
Albert. Illustrated by Marcy D. Ramsey.
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1997. ISBN 9-37435625-4. $14.00. 58 pp.
A 2-4 FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Albert is a sensitive frog-loving fourth-grader
who struggles with reading, loneliness, and guilt.
His lonely walk to and from school takes him past
his favorite frog fountain, but also past the old
folks ' home, which he dreads because the
helpless, lonely looking people make him feel
uncomfortable. When his special friend, Mr.
Spear, has a stroke, he is sent to the old folks '
home, and Albert is devastated. He doesn't want
to see his friend as a helpless old man . Albert ' s
love of frogs eventually helps him read and
conquer fear; he also discovers that old people are
funny and interesting.
Wilson tells a poignant story of success in a
short fifty-eight pages. An example of her
effective word choice is her description of
Albert ' s reluctant visit to Mr. Spear: "He lifted his
foot to the first stair. Then he looked down at his
other foot, but it wouldn ' t leave the sidewalk."
Albert' s moment of triumph is one that others
who have struggled to read will understand. He
relates, "He must have seen the words in order to
read them, but he hadn't noticed them. He ' d
noticed only the pictures in his mind . . .. He
wanted to run. He wanted to yell and run and
laugh all at the same time."
Wilson ' s story tells the reader that caring
children and adults make a success story for
everyone.

••••
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

Yep, Laurence. The Case of the Goblin Pearls.
HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-060-2444-5.
$10.46. 197 pp.
A 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Lily is a Chinese-American girl who lives
outside of China Town in San Francisco. She is
quietly ashamed of being Chinese; her brother
Chris is noisily scornful of Chinese people in San
Francisco. Both young people' s lives and beliefs
are challenged by the arrival of their Aunt Lily, a
Chinese movie star from the days of Fred
McMurray, Doris Day, and Alan Ladd. She has
come from Beverly Hills to arrange a float for the
New Year's parade.

© 1997 Nicholas Krenitsky

This is the first of a series of mystery stories
with Lily's aunt-otherwise known as Tiger
Lil-as the central character and young Lily as her
sidekick. Although not very complicated, it is an
enjoyable mystery, with excitement, humor, and
strong characters. Lily decides she needs to know
more about her Chinese heritage, her brother
becomes a little less scornful, and Tiger Lil (the
movie star aunt) discovers that though she may
have been a stereotyped Chinese maid in her well-
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known movies, she is now a strong-willed
pioneer. In fact, she is a symbol of hope and
success to older Chinese Americans because she
is a doer. In his forward, Yep says that Tiger Lil's
character, though fictitious , is based on his
mothers ' friends-"all of them funny strong
women." I look forward to mystery number two .

••••
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